
A Year of Progress
at WETHERSFIELD

preserving what we have inherited.  
cultivating what comes next.
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        upport from 
our generous community helped 
make this momentum possible.  

The Friends of Wethersfield’s fundraising 
and program planning—including  

a Garden Luncheon that brought so many 
supporters together—continue to strengthen 

the estate and its future.

A leader in land conservation, 
Chauncey Stillman envisioned Wethersfield 

as a place where natural beauty,  
responsible stewardship, and habitat for plants 

and wildlife could flourish together. 
We carry that vision forward by preserving 

the land and caring for the rich diversity 
of life it sustains.

These accomplishments belong to 
everyone who believes Wethersfield 

is worth preserving and sharing. 
With your year-end gift, we can carry 
this momentum into the coming year.
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Historic preservation advanced across the estate this year. 
Long-closed trails were cleared and reopened for hikers 
and equestrians. Another farm barn was repaired and 
painted—bringing the total to three, with the final barn 
planned for 2027. In the garden, stone leveling and repairs 
continued, a custom wrought-iron fence was installed 
above the south terrace retaining wall, which was restored 
last year, and the East Garden was graded and reseeded 
following extensive excavation in fall 2025.

At Wethersfield House, repairs to the clay tile roof and 
the water-damaged main stairwell addressed longstanding 
maintenance needs. This fall also marked the start of a 
major project: replacing the flat roof over the center of 
the Carriage House.

With grant support from the Preservation League of  
New York State, Stephen Tilly Architects completed a  
Building Condition Report for Wethersfield House. This 
assessment will guide restoration priorities and help 
us plan the next phase of preservation.

preserving the past,  
securing its futurePRESERVATION  

Historic  



Through the generosity of the Budnik family and an 
effort led by Vice Chair John Budnik, four original 
portraits returned to Wethersfield House this year, 
reconnecting the dining room with its history.

The portraits include Miss Bessie Ray Stillman, 
Chauncey Stillman’s great-aunt, by Abbott Henderson 
Thayer; Mrs. Charles Stillman, his great-grandmother, 
by William Merritt Chase; and two works by Charles 
Hopkinson: Chauncey Stillman, painted in 1929, and 
Elizabeth Goodrich Stillman, his sister, painted in 1930. 
We are deeply grateful to the Budnik family for helping 
restore this important part of Wethersfield’s artistic and 
family legacy.

Chauncey Stillman, 
painted in 1929 by Charles Hopkinson

a homecoming 
at wethersfieldCOLLECTIONS  

Treasured  



This has been a year of meaningful progress, thoughtful 
stewardship, and continued investment in the future 
of the garden, led by new Head Gardener Katharine 
Barrie. The East Garden lawn was restored following 
extensive work to update a failed drainage system last 
fall. A wrought iron fence was installed along the South 
Terrace Wall to improve guest safety while honoring 
the historic character of the estate. The Garden Team 
continued to develop the plant healthcare program 
and refine the garden’s maintenance practices, while 
the Wethersfield Fellows undertook research projects 
focused on expanding plant records, developing native 
plantings, and cultivating Fuchsia—a favorite plant of 
Mr. Stillman’s. Gardener Mathilda Bofinger has brought 
fresh energy to the garden, training Fellows in the 
cutting garden and creating a new “What’s in Bloom,” 
newsletter to share the garden’s seasonal beauty and 
stories with our audience. The Garden Team also 
pursued professional development in invasive plant 
identification and management, strengthening their 
knowledge and skills as stewards of this remarkable 
landscape. Together, these efforts help ensure that 
the garden remains not only beautiful today, but 
thoughtfully cared for and continually evolving for 
future generations.

a living garden,  
growing strongerSTEWARDSHIP  

Garden  
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Wethersfield’s Horticulture Fellowship Program gives emerging 
professionals hands-on experience in historic garden care, 
classical garden design, greenhouse operations, and landscape 
management. This year, three talented fellows worked alongside 
our horticulture team, building skills for careers in public gardens 
and conservation. Made possible by our generous supporters, the 
program invests in the next generation of horticultural leaders.

Past fellows have continued their careers at prestigious gardens 
including: Mt. Cuba Center, Wave Hill, The Battery Conservancy, 
and Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, or continued their education 
at the NYBG School of Professional Horticulture.

FELLOWSHIP  

Emerging Leaders  growing
the next generation



Performance opened the season with a concert in Wethersfield 
House featuring vocal arts students from the Bard College 
Conservatory of Music, led by Stephanie Blythe. Graduating 
students will return in November for a recital that fulfills the 
program’s requirement to perform at an off-campus venue.

The Denyce Graves Foundation’s Shared Voices residency 
returned for its third summer, bringing emerging singers to
Wethersfield for a week of intensive coaching with professionals 
from the Metropolitan Opera. The residency culminated in a
remarkable concert for the community in the Carriage House. 
We extend special thanks to Barbara Tober and Joanna Johnston,
Farm Manager at Yellow Frame Farm, for hosting the coaches 
throughout the week.

Over three years, 24 students have participated in the residency,
with 12 now working with professional companies, including 
The Metropolitan Opera, Santa Fe Opera, Opera Carolina, 
North Carolina Opera, Annapolis Opera, Houston Grand Opera, 
Virginia Opera, Pittsburgh Opera, and Charlottesville Opera.

Conversations brought new perspectives to the estate as well. 
In August, Richard Armstrong led a sold-out discussion with 
modern art collectors Peter and Jill Kraus. James Brayton Hall 
welcomed author Sarah Anne McNear for a conversation about 
her book, Edward Steichen and the Garden.

The Wethersfield Adventurers Club drew record participation 
this year. Returning educator Diane Ritters guided families 
through the estate, pairing exploration with creative, hands-on  
activities that encouraged curiosity and a connection to nature.

AND THE ARTS  

Community  more ways to experience
wethersfield



a community 
behind the momentum

The Friends of Wethersfield’s Sixth Annual Garden 
Luncheon welcomed a sold-out gathering of nearly 400 guests 
on September 5, raising vital funds to preserve the estate 
and share it with the public. Richard Armstrong and 
Board Chair Nancy Hathaway honored Zibby Farran 
Tozer with the Spirit of Wethersfield Award for her 
enduring dedication to the estate and Chauncey Stillman’s 
vision. A native white oak was planted in her honor.

Co-Chairs Perrin Berkey, Holly Lipsky, and Natasha
Blodgett helped shape a beautiful celebration, featuring 
bespoke linens generously donated by Quadrille Fabrics 
and a lively auction led by Michael Poulin. We extend 
heartfelt thanks to the Friends 
of Wethersfield Committee, 
whose fundraising and program 
planning help sustain the 
estate, and to every donor, 
volunteer, and staff member 
who made the day a success.

LUNCHEON
Garden  

Co-Chairs from left:  
Perrin Berkey, Holly Lipsky,  
and Natasha Blodgett

Scan here  
to view  
the full  
gallery 
of images



Profound Thanks to Our
 GENEROUS DONORS

Listing includes gifts received between October 2025 and September 2026.

Visionary Benefactors 
$25,000+
John & Elizabeth Budnik
Budnik Family Foundation
Soo Kim & Carolina Gunnarsson
Nancy Hathaway
Andrew Lipsky & Holly Kelly
Barbara Tober
James & Zibby Tozer

Stewards of Wethersfield 
$10,000-24,999
Perrin Berkey
Daniele Bodini & Clair Glover
Farran & Robert Brown
Craig Chesley & Eileen Naughton
Farnham & Anne Collins
John Fondas & John S. Knott
The Garden Conservancy 
James Brayton Hall
Ragnar & Laureen Knutsen
Christopher & Claire Mann
Jacqueline Montfort
Kelly Morgan
Stephen & Deanna Mulligan
Candace Platt
Genie Revson
Andrew Spence & Ashley Whittaker
Alexander Stillman
Fred & Debra Stillman
Oakleigh & Jacqueline Thorne
Katie Tozer 
Kathleen Vuillet Augustine

Gatekeepers 
$5,000-9,999
Anonymous
Jack & Irene Banning
David & Jacqueline Dase
Leigh Jackiewicz
Oliver & Brooke Kennan
Ronald Linclau & Cece Cord
Michael & Alison Marsal
Austine Model & Julie Warner
Robert Model
Erik & Jennifer Oken
Xtina & Jim Parks
Eric Roberts & Robbianne Mackin
John & Theresa Sprague
David & Sarah Stack
Linda Stillman & Steven Finley
George T. Whalen IV
Robert Wilder Jr.

Advocates 
$2,500-4,999
Anonymous 
Steven & Judy Benardete
Philip & Julia Brown
Roy Budnik & Grace Lin
Michelle Caruso-Cabrera 
  & Stephen Dizard
Ann Colley
Everett & Helen Cook
Andrew & Jodi Dady
Ben & Naomi Eldridge
Thomas & Deban Flexner
Melanie Fowler
Michael & Becky Goss
Steven Horowitz & Debra Kaye
Pamela Howard & Wynn Laffey
R. Scott & Molly Hurley
Thomas Jackiewicz
Karin & Paul Kingsley
Adam & Meghan Klopp
John & Karen Klopp
Peter & Jill Kraus
Mary Beth Lawlor
Westy & Morgan LeConey
Ken & Lois Lippmann
Timothy & Elizabeth Mayhew
Philip & Taraneh Mills
Bernadette Murray & Bran Raskovic
Patrick & Laura O’Connell
Amy Olson
Sarah Rigano
Chris & Rebecca Rutherfurd
Yuri & Vicki Salnikoff
Jennifer P. Speers
Christopher Spitzmiller 
  & Anthony Bellomo
Eduardo Tenenbaum 
  & Richard Confrey
Ali Wambold & Monica Gerard-Sharp
Jeffrey & Kim Wieland

Ambassadors 
$1,000-2,499
Susan Abuhaidar
Bruce & Laura Allen
The Garden Club of East Hampton
Phebe Banta
Joseph Beahan
William Benedict & Dorothy Sprague
John & Hilary Block
Charles & Julie Bolton
Gayle Bontecou

Ambassadors 
$1,000-2,499
Diana Butensky
Hugo Cassirer & Sarah Buttrick
Claire Chamine
Robert & Lillian Chapman
Henry Smedley & Kathy Chow
Stephen & Sally Clement
Toby Collins & Paula Redmond
Willem & Marion de Vogel
Joan Feeney
Peter & June Felix
Carey & Gloria Fieldcamp
Chip & Susan Fisher
George T. Whalen Real Estate
Janine Gordon & Alvin Schechter
Penny Gorman
Mark Grigalunas
Mary Hamershock
Darren Henault & Michael Bassett
Kirk Henckels & Fernanda Kellogg
Steven Henry
William & Elizabeth Hewitt
Ken Holzberg & Tom Kopfensteiner
Stephen & Bindy Kaye
Doug & Victoria Larson
Christine Madden
David Lee Matthews
Mary-Rea McDonald
Guy & Caroline Merison
Samuel Metzger & Caroline Geerlings
Jeremy & Joyann Michael
Raymond Mikulich & Karen Karlsrud
Millbrook Garden Club
Tom & Constance Newberry
David & Jane Parshall
Peter Pennoyer & Katie Ridder
Gerald McNamara & Renee Petrofes
Allan & Kirsten Rappleyea
Eric Rewilak & Chris Drago
William & Daphne Richards
Donna Rosen
Halsey Schroeder
Michael & BZ Schwartz
Louis Scolnik
Robert & Urling Searle
John Whitney Stillman
Douglas & Corinne Tardio
Eliza Thorne & Michael Barnello
Michiel & Helen van de Voort
Tom & Ginny Wallin
Henry Westmoreland & Charles Milligan
Philip & Georgina Weyhe

Ambassadors 
$1,000-2,499 
George & Susie Whalen
Fred & Serena Whitridge
Carey & Jane Winfrey
Mark & Monica Winmill
Mark & Jackie Yale

Friends 
$500-999
Cynthia Alekel Mohr
Candy Anderson
Jonathan Auerbach
Michael Beahan 
Gerald Bland & Mita Corsini
Natasha Blodgett
Ysabela Blodgett
Whitney Blodgett
Valerie Borchardt
Elisabeth Brillembourg
Gladys Bucove
Teadoro & Wendy Calle
Wendy Carduner
Shannon & Sam Caspersen
Mark & Bridget Colman
Katie Cusack
David & Julia Descoteaux
Doug & Jennifer Dundas
Candida Ellis
Rima Farah & Olivier Lordonnois
Andrew & Jodie Fink
Fritz & Christine Franz
Olivia Fussell
Emmanuella Habsburg
William & Nancy Henze
Frederic & Elena Howard
Colleen & DeForest Howland
Sarah & Robert Israel
Catherine Kinsey
Katharine Kinsolving
Laura Kirkpatrick 
  & Beth Ann Walters
Joshua Lachter
Chris & Simone Mailman
Jamie Marshall & Greg Wicander
Seth & Sasha Martin
Jack & Beth Meyer
Mary Moeller
Kenneth Monteiro & Leo Blackman
Jen & John Nisi
Fernando & Marta Nottebohm
Janet Olshansky Gretchen Parks
Charles & Barbara Pierce
Michael Poulin & Bobby DeFrank 
Garner & Permele Robinson
Shannon Robinson
Allan Rubenstein & Carole Postal
Russell & Libellule Sarachek
Georgina Schaeffer
Mitchell Schrage & Daria Myers
Pamela Scott & Philip Balshi

Friends 
$500-999 
Bryant & Rebecca Seaman
Stephen & Elizabeth Shafer
Lawrence Shapiro & Beth Ledy
J. Kevin Smith & Marc MacLean
Jodi & Christopher Spitler
William & Nancy Stahl
Peter & Anna Tcherepnine
Philip Tom
Martin Toulouse
Alan & Christine Vickery
Anne Warner Linville
Laura Washington & Jon Shoates
Dorsey Waxter & Richard Armstrong
Dennis Wedlick & Curtis DeVito
James & Amelia Wilson
Ned Wood & Christina Osterlund Wood

$250-499
Rachel Abate-Comini
Carole Beller
Peter Bonk
Timothy & Felicity Bontecou
Jennifer Breslin
Nick Cambareri
Allison Canton
Christine Clayton
Randy Correll & Paul Occhipinti
Ashley Darryl
Michael De Cordova
Edith Dicconson
Page Dickey
Leora Dillon 
Pam Fields & Andy Postal
Erika Flashburg
Thomas Francoline & Lelee Brandt
Sallie Giordano
Frank & America Gonzalez
Lawrence & Lorna Graev
Victoria Gray
Nan Greenwood
Seth Grosshandler
James & Anna Hall
Laura Holt
Elizabeth Isler
Lily Johnson White
Jonathan & Debra Lanman
F. Lee & Suzanne Liebolt
Naomi Lopato
Brian Lundin
Judith MacDonald
Ayere Mcalice
Kathleen Metz
Ian Michaels
Lynden Miller
Charlotte Nagle
Rodney Paterson
Janette Pena

$250-499 
Michael Quinn
Cathy Rasenberger
Brian & Lindsay Shea
Todd Sisley
David & Judy Sloan
Pamela Taylor & Eames Yates
Mitchell Thompson
Felicitas Thorne
Becky Thornton
Herman Tietjen
Sara Traberman
Ingrid Von Werz
Marina Wambold
Christine & Richard Weaver
John Zwaryczuk

Foundations & Grants
American Endowment Foundation
American Online Giving Foundation, Inc.
Kathleen Vuillet Augustine 
  Charitable Fund
Bank of Millbrook
Karen Bechtel Foundation
Berkshire Taconic Community 
  Foundation
Bessemer Trust
Budnik Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. John Budnik Fund
Craig & Gloria Callen Fund
The Children’s Trust
Clarissa Francis Foundation
James & Edwina Hunt Charitable Fund
Helen Cook Charitable Fund
Anna Carolina & Soo Kim Foundation
Lipsky Family Fund
NFP Little Rest Fund
The Marsal Family Foundation
Robert Model 
  Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Cynthia Alekel Mohr &  
  Family Foundation
Kelly A. Morgan Charitable Fund
Naughton-Chesley Giving Fund
Newman Family Foundation
O’Connell Family Giving Fund
The Oken Family Charitable Fund
Parker Poe Charitable Trust
The PHFFoundation, Inc.
Charles & Barbara Pierce Fund
PM Foundation
Eugenia Revson Trust
Tamarack Land Preservation
Thanksgiving Foundation
Barbara & Donald Tober Foundation
The Tozer Family Fund
Olivia van Melle Kamp Charitable Fund
Marion & Willem de Vogel Foundation
Tom & Ginny Wallin Fund
A W Walton Charitable Trust
George T. Whalen, Jr. Foundation



Friends 
of Wethersfield

Carolina Gunnarsson Kim
Meghan Klopp
Claire Mann 

Jacqueline Montfort 
Rebecca Rutherfurd

Barbara Tober

Wethersfield 
Estate & Garden Staff

Hillary Henderson
Chief Operating Officer

Katharine Barrie
Head Gardener

Chris Ferreri
Estate Manager
Allison Galliher

Chief Financial Officer

Mission Statement

The Mission of the Wethersfield Foundation 

is to preserve and maintain the house, gardens, art, carriage museum  

and grounds of the Wethersfield Estate.  

In keeping with the vision of the founder, Chauncey Stillman,  

the foundation seeks to promote responsible land stewardship, 

 habitat protection, innovative horticulture, 

sustainable farming, and to share the beauty of the property and  

classical arts with the community.

Wethersfield 
Foundation Board

Nancy Hathaway, Chair
John Budnik, Vice Chair 
Kelly Morgan, Treasurer 

Jacqueline Thorne, Secretary 
Archibald Cox, Jr. 

James Brayton Hall  
Soo Kim

Deanna Mulligan
Candace Platt

Kathleen Vuillet Augustine
George Whalen, IV

Emeritus:
Farnham Collins 


